
READING 

Questioning, Inference, and Interpretation 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Will find outside sources independently to support textual evidence to 
concur or refute conclusions. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• cite textual evidence that supports an analysis of what a grade-appropriate text 
says explicitly, as well as to support  inferences drawn from the text (RL.8.1; RI.8.1) 

Sample Activities: 
Highlight evidence in text that supports a particular idea.  Hunt through 
text as if students are detectives. Students will gather clues then draw 
conclusions based upon the clues collected.  
Use textual evidence from poetry to support an idea or inference. For 
example: Robert Frost’s  “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” 
students might conclude that the speaker is Santa Claus because of 
reference to bells, snow and miles to go. 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 



Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analysis, cite, explicit, inference, logical, support, text, textual evidence 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Locate explicit evidence in grade-appropriate text  

• Explicitly analyze meaning of a grade-appropriate text  

• Determine logical inferences using grade appropriate text 

• Use evidence to support inferences drawn from grade appropriate text 

Sample Activities: 
I Says, I Say, and So Graphic Organizer is	  a	  good	  example	  of	  a	  
graphic	  organizer	  that	  allows	  students	  to	  visualize	  the	  steps	  in	  making	  
an	  inference.	  Initially,	  students	  respond	  to	  a	  question	  that	  can	  only	  be	  
answered	  by	  inference,	  even	  though	  the	  question	  is	  about	  a	  particular	  
reading	  or	  text	  (Beers,	  2003).	  
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-read-text-6-
12.pdf	  
1. First	  the	  students	  have	  to	  find	  out	  what	  the	  reading	  says.	  
2. Next	  they	  find	  information	  from	  the	  text	  that	  will	  help	  answer	  the	  
question.	  
3. Then	  they	  add,	  in	  their	  own	  words,	  their	  thoughts	  about	  what	  the	  
reading	  says.	  

4. Finally,	  the	  students	  combine	  what	  the	  reading	  says	  and	  their	  
thoughts	  to	  answer	  the	  question	  and	  thus	  create	  new	  meaning—the	  
inference. 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Themes and Central Ideas 

Grade 8 



Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Sample activities: 
Make thematic connection to addition independently read or view text or 
media. Student may share verbally, use technology to share such as Edmodo 
or media sharing technology.  
 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 



Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a grade-
appropriate text, including its relationship to characters, setting, plot, and supporting 
details (RL.8.2; RI.8.2) 
• provide an objective summary of a grade-appropriate text (RL.8.2; RI.8.2) 

Sample Activities: 
Cooperative Reading Activity. This	  strategy	  is	  based	  on	  the	  idea	  that	  
students	  
can	  effectively	  divide	  a	  reading,	  share	  ideas	  in	  a	  bulleted	  list,	  and	  
report	  to	  the	  group.	  Individual	  reading	  is	  required,	  but	  discussion	  and	  
the	  decision	  about	  the	  development	  of	  the	  main	  idea	  within	  the	  text	  
rely	  on	  consensus	  among	  group	  members.	  Note	  taking	  is	  emphasized	  	  
1.	  Choose	  and	  distribute	  a	  text	  that	  can	  be	  divided	  into	  sections.	  
Subheadings	  and	  strong	  introductions	  are	  helpful.	  A	  teacher	  may	  
want	  to	  read	  the	  introduction	  aloud	  to	  the	  entire	  class.	  
2.	  Divide	  the	  class	  into	  groups	  and	  provide	  each	  group	  chart	  paper.	  
3.	  Instruct	  each	  group	  to	  record	  the	  central	  idea	  of	  the	  text	  and	  note	  
how	  the	  author	  adds	  information,	  explains	  details,	  etc…	  over	  the	  
course	  of	  the	  text.	  
4.	  Instruct	  each	  group	  to	  present	  findings	  to	  the	  class	  as	  a	  whole	  on	  
chart	  paper.	  Note	  taking	  during	  these	  presentations	  is	  recommended	  
if	  each	  group	  was	  assigned	  a	  different	  section	  to	  report	  on.	  
5.	  The	  groups	  or	  individuals	  can	  be	  assigned	  to	  write	  an	  objective	  
summary	  of	  the	  text.	  Keep Questioning. Students	  should	  read	  to	  
identify	  the	  central	  idea	  by	  asking	  themselves,	  “What	  is	  this	  about?"	  
students	  should	  ask	  themselves	  this	  question	  until	  the	  answer	  
becomes	  clear.	  They	  should	  note	  how	  the	  author	  
revealed	  the	  central	  idea	  to	  the	  reader.	  Students	  ask	  the	  question:	  
“Was	  the	  central	  idea	  revealed	  through	  examples	  that	  repeated	  the	  
idea	  through	  
images,	  or	  the	  authors’	  conclusions?”	  When	  students	  write	  a	  
summary,	  they	  share	  the	  ways	  the	  central	  idea	  developed.	  An	  analysis	  
might	  include	  examining	  a	  writer’s	  choice	  of	  structure,	  features,	  and	  
support/details.	  
	  
Finally,	  students	  will	  be	  given	  a	  text	  and	  independently	  provide	  a	  
summary	  of	  a	  text,	  identify	  the	  theme	  as	  well	  as	  how	  the	  theme	  is	  
developed	  over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  text	  including	  its	  relationship	  to	  
characters,	  setting,	  plot	  and	  supporting	  details.	  
	  
 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 



Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, central idea, character, development, objective, plot, relationship, setting, 
summarize, summary, supporting detail, text, theme, fable, parable, 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Summarize a grade-appropriate text using a teacher-provided graphic 
organizer 

• Identify  relationships to and among characters, setting, plot, and 
supporting details 

• Determine a theme or central idea of a grade-appropriate text given a 
variety of choices of themes 

• Describe  the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a 
grade-appropriate text using graphic organizer citing events from passage  

Sample Activities: 
-Finish a partially completed flow-chart summary of events in text. 
 
-Students will identify details that support teacher generated theme. 
-Use double line time line- One line will have the event of the passage, 
the lower line will have evidence that show the development of theme. 
-Match fables or parable to theme. 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

 

READING 

Story Elements 

Grade 8 



Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

-Create a news style action summary of a text. 
-Students will alter key events in selected text, thereby changing the outcome 
of the story. Explain changes in writing, media or on story board. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a grade-appropriate story 
or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision 
(RL.8.3) 

Sample Activities: 
-After reading a specific fictional passage, students will develop a chart 
with three columns: What dialog was said, What dialog means,  
What was the impact on the of the dialog on the story?(i.e. reveal about 
character, foreshadow future action or lead to decision)  
 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content •  

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• action, analyze, character, decision, dialogue, drama, impact, incident, propel, 
provoke, reveal, climax, round character, flat character, static character, dynamic 
character, 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• identify lines of dialogue or incidents that have an impact on a grade-
appropriate story 

• Identify how aspects of a character are shown through dialog or incidents 
in grade appropriate selection 

Sample Activities: 
-Teacher will identify key dialog in a passage and show how it changed 
the outcome of the story.  Students will then identify critical dialog in 
selected text. 
-After reading a specific fictional passage, students will develop a chart 
with two columns: What dialog was said, What dialog means, 

• Teacher reads aloud The Treasure of Lemon Brown 
• In small groups students discuss what makes this a “good 

story” (elements of literature) 
• Whole-group discussion on elements of literature (How do 

suspense and point of view make this a good story?) 
• Students independently reread The Treasure of Lemon Brown 

using note-taking strategies to cite text evidence (based on 
teacher created text dependent questions) that shows how the 
author creates suspense  

Use notes to participate in a Socratic seminar (to be used formatively) 

• The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers 

• Harriet Tubman:  Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann 

Petry (excerpt from page 92 from Appendix B of the CCSS)  

 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  



 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

 

 

READING 

Connections 

Grade 8 

Score 
4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Make connection (compare and contrast) to addition independently read or 
view text or media. Student may share verbally, use technology to share such 
as Edmodo or media sharing technology.  

 Score 
3.5 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content  



Score 
3.0 

The student will: 
• analyze how a grade-appropriate text makes connections among and distinctions 
between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories) (RI.8.3) 

Sample Activities: 
Text Structures. Discuss	  how	  writers	  use	  text	  structures	  to	  organize	  
information.	  Introduce	  students	  to	  the	  different	  types	  of	  text	  
structures	  in	  the	  following	  order:	  description,	  sequence,	  problem	  and	  
solution,	  cause	  and	  effect,	  and	  compare	  and	  contrast.	  As	  students	  
encounter	  different	  texts,	  note	  the	  signal	  words	  that	  accompany	  the	  
different	  structure.	  Teach	  and	  model	  the	  use	  of	  graphic	  organizers	  
that	  go	  with	  each	  text	  structure.	  To	  practice	  identifying	  different	  text	  
structures,	  have	  a	  Treasure	  Hunt	  with	  a	  newspaper,	  magazine,	  
nonfiction	  book	  or	  textbook	  chapter.	  (Dymock,	  2005).	  
Make	  sure	  students	  are	  focused	  on	  the	  connections	  among	  and	  the	  
distinctions	  between	  individuals,	  ideas	  or	  events.	  
Guided Highlighted Reading (G.H.R.).	  This	  strategy	  allows	  teachers	  
to	  pose	  questions	  that	  allow	  students	  to	  understand	  how	  different	  
text	  structures	  present	  and	  link	  information.	  Prior	  to	  the	  activity,	  the	  
teacher	  must	  study	  the	  text	  to	  be	  read	  and	  devise	  questions	  requiring	  
students	  make	  comparisons,	  analogies,	  or	  connections.	  As	  the	  teacher	  
asks	  questions,	  students	  use	  highlighters	  to	  identify	  information	  for	  to	  
answer	  the	  question.	  Students	  highlight	  only	  key	  words	  or	  phrases.	  
This	  activity	  helps	  students	  learn	  how	  to	  skim	  and	  scan,	  and	  retrieve	  
the	  needed	  information	  only	  (See	  appendix	  for	  explanation).	  	  

 Score 
2.5 

No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analogy, analyze, category, comparison, connection, distinction, event, idea, 
individual, text 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Describe the connections between individuals, ideas, or events in a grade-
appropriate text 

• Compare individuals, ideas and events using analogies 
• Categorize  character behavior using a teacher generated graphic organizer 

Sample Activities: 
-Create graphic organizer with selected individuals, events or ideas and 
have student create a connections to other text. 
Analogy Game: http://www.vocabulary.co.il/analogies/middle-
school/middle-school-analogy-match/ 

 Score 
1.5 

Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 



Score 
1.0 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 
0.5 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content  

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Use of Language 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 

-Uses figures of speech in conversation. 

-Make connections in discussion between uses of common words in text. 

-Deliberately select specific words in argument writing that support the author’s claims 
and have known connotations. 

 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content  



Score 3.0 The student will: 

• analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone in a grade-appropriate text, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts (RL.8.4; RI.8.4) 

• interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context in a grade-appropriate text 
(L.8.5a) 

• distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute) in a grade-appropriate text 
(L.8.5c) 

Sample Activities: 

Impact Colors. Students	  write	  an	  analysis	  of	  pre-‐identified	  key	  words	  
or	  phrases	  from	  a	  text	  to	  explain	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  word	  and	  the	  
impact	  of	  the	  word	  on	  the	  overall	  meaning	  of	  the	  selected	  text.	  When	  
the	  analysis	  is	  complete,	  students	  orally	  explain	  the	  meaning	  of	  and	  
the	  impact	  of	  the	  keywords	  or	  phrases	  from	  the	  text.	  
 
Analyzing “everyday text”. Students	  complete	  a	  written	  summary	  
which	  cohesively	  answers	  the	  questions	  outlined	  in	  the	  activity.	  A	  
CCSS	  aligned	  assessment	  rubric	  is	  used	  to	  establish	  clear	  success	  
criteria	  and	  pinpoint	  opportunities	  for	  targeted	  learning.	  

Double entry journals- specific word choices are defined by student or teacher (left 
column) then student explains meaning of figures of speech, allusions, 
connotation/denotations in the right column. 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 

• • allusion, analogy, analyze, association, connotation, connotative, definition, 
denotation, distinguish, figurative, figure of speech, impact, interpret, meaning, pun, 
similar, text, tone, verbal irony, idioms, metaphor, simile, mood, personification, 
Alliteration: The repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring  

• The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• identify specific words that impact meaning and tone in a grade-appropriate text 

• identify analogies or allusions to other texts in a grade-appropriate text 

• identify figures of speech in a grade-appropriate text (puns, idioms,) 

• determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-appropriate 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings (RL.8.4; RI.8.4) 

• Identify examples of verbal irony in grade appropriate passage 

Sample Activities: 

Identify tone, and mood  in a given text: 

http://www.inetteacher.com/upload1/102670/docs/Tone-
Mood%20Worksheet.pdf 

 

 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content  

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  



 

READING 

Academic Vocabulary 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Use new words appropriately in independent activities, writing and 
conversations. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-
appropriate text, including technical meanings (RI.8.4)  
• verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a grade-appropriate word or 
phrase (for example, by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 
(L.8.4d) 
• gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression (L.8.6) 

Sample Activities: 
- Frayer method where students complete all categories independently 
based upon inferred meanings. (Frayer method is a thinking map which 
includes: Student generated definition, Visual example, Non-example, 
Use word in a sentence). 
Have student  check understand  from this website: 
http://sentence.yourdictionary.com/role 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial 
success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• academic, comprehension, context, determination, dictionary, domain-specific, 
expression, inferred meaning, meaning, phrase, preliminary, technical meaning, 
text, verify, vocabulary, word, affix, root, stem, suffex, 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases (L.8.6) 

• Determine a method to acquire or verify  meaning of new words  using 
context clues or using other reference sources 

Sample Activities: 
-Develop a three column chart of: Word, clue(context or visual), meaning, 
check meaning in a sentence. This can be done effectively in teams. 
http://sentence.yourdictionary.com/role 
 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 



Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

 

READING 

Text Structures and Features 

Grade 8  

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Sample Activities: 
Students create list to assist other students in determining what sentences are 
critical to the meaning are and how this sentence alters the meaning of the 
text. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 



Score 3.0 The student will: 
• compare and contrast the structure of two or more grade-appropriate texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style 
(RL.8.5) 
• analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a grade-appropriate text, 
including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept 
(RI.8.5) 

Sample Activities: 
Teachers	  give	  students	  a	  paragraph	  with	  one	  sentence	  omitted.	  
Students	  need	  to	  add	  a	  sentence	  which	  will	  develop and refine a key 
concept of the paragraph. 
 
Annotating Text. Students	  read	  and	  annotate	  a	  PDF	  version	  of	  the	  
text	  by	  highlighting	  main	  ideas	  and	  supporting	  details	  according	  to	  
color.	  To	  do	  this	  within	  Adobe	  Reader,	  students	  select	  the	  
“highlighting	  tool”	  and	  then	  press	  CTRL+E.	  This	  will	  display	  
“highlighter	  tool	  properties”	  allowing	  students	  to	  quickly	  change	  
highlighter	  colors.	  Begin	  the	  assessment	  by	  having	  students	  
highlight	  the	  main	  ideas	  according	  to	  a	  particular	  color	  code.	  Once	  
that	  is	  complete,	  student	  return	  to	  each	  main	  idea	  and	  use	  a	  similar	  
shade	  of	  the	  main	  idea	  color	  to	  highlight	  the	  details	  in	  support	  of	  
that	  main	  idea.	  They	  repeat	  the	  process	  until	  the	  entire	  text	  has	  
been	  annotated	  and	  all	  main	  ideas	  have	  been	  supported	  by	  details	  
that	  outline	  their	  development	  over	  the	  course	  of	  a	  text.	  At	  
predetermined	  intervals,	  students	  provide	  peer-‐to-‐peer	  feedback	  
by	  posting	  objective	  comments	  on	  one	  another’s	  annotated	  text.	  
The	  teacher	  listens	  intently	  and	  uses	  data	  from	  informal	  
assessment	  to	  provide	  targeted	  learning	  opportunities.	  	  
 
	  

 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 



Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, compare, concept, contrast, detail, develop, meaning, paragraph, refine, 
role, sentence, structure, style, text, chronological, subjective, flashbacks, 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Describe the structure of a specific grade-appropriate text 
• Recognize signal words or phrases associated with text structure (e.g., 

following, compared with, therefore, as a result of) in a grade-appropriate 
text 

• Describe the structure of a specific paragraph in a grade-appropriate text 
• Compare and contrast the structure of two or more grade-appropriate texts 

using graphic organizer 
• Identify sentences in text that are of critical importance to the text 

Sample Activities: 
Graphic	  Organizer	  	  
Have	  students	  use	  a	  Venn	  diagram	  comparing	  and	  contrasting	  the	  
information	  presented	  in	  two	  informational	  texts	  where	  some	  
information	  is	  conflicting.	  Then	  focus	  on	  the	  structure	  and	  let	  
students	  identify	  (highlight,	  underline,	  star,	  color)	  the	  strongest	  
sentence	  for	  discussion.	  
Kinesthetic	  activity	  	  
Teachers	  give	  students	  a	  paragraph	  and	  have	  them	  cut	  out	  sentences,	  
then	  alter	  the	  order	  to	  change	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  paragraph.	  	  

 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Point of View 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

-Student changes point of view in text and explains how meaning has been 
altered in text. Student creates visuals or media to illustrate the changes. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 



Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze how differences in the points of view of characters (e.g., created through 
the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor in a grade-
appropriate text (RL.8.6) 
• analyze how an author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints in a grade-appropriate text (RI.8.6) 

Sample Activities: 
Find text that has conflicting points of view and student will show that the 
author is a helpful peer mediator. (How does the author address multiple 
points of view?) An example text might be Walter Dean Myers “The Treasure 
of Lemon Brown”. The young boy and the old man have different points of 
view but the author helps you to understand each perspective. “The Bet” by 
Anton Chekov would also be a good example of this. 
Students will brainstorm typical characters in stories such as hero, sidekick, 
evil stepmother/ wicked witch and have students categorize characters in 
selected story as filling these roles. Students should explain why these 
characters fill these roles. Use a variety of media such as TV shows, movies, 
print and other sources. 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, author, character, dramatic irony, evidence, humor, narrator, point of 
view, purpose, suspense, viewpoint, first person, third person limited, third person 
omniscient,  
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• describe the differences in the points of view of characters and narrators in 
a grade-appropriate text (RL.8.6) 

• determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a grade-appropriate text 
(RI.8.6) 

• Identify evidence, and conflicting evidence in grade appropriate text 
(RI.8.6) 

• Distinguish between the purposed of multiple texts on the same subject 
(RI.8.6) 

Sample Activities: 
-Use newspaper editorials to show multiple points of view. Highlight text using 
two colors to show opposing points of view. Identify support for each point of 
view by color. 
 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 



Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Visual/Auditory Media and Information Sources 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Use multiple media source to create presentation appropriate to content. 
Involve other students in a debate to determine what is the most successful 
presentation media/multimedia for particular content or subject. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a grade-appropriate story 
or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices 
made by the director or actors (RL.8.7) 
• evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different media (e.g., print or 
digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea (RI.8.7) 

Sample Activities: 

Compare and Contrast Map. In	  order	  to	  display	  competency,	  students	  can	  
create	  a	  t-‐table	  that	  evaluates	  and	  outlines	  the	  advantages	  and	  
disadvantages	  of	  using	  different	  mediums	  (e.g.	  print,	  digital	  text,	  video,	  
multimedia)	  to	  present	  a	  particular	  topic	  or	  idea.	  In	  addition,	  after	  exposing	  
students	  to	  a	  topic	  using	  different	  mediums,	  ask	  students	  to	  write	  a	  short	  
informational/explanatory	  text	  comparing	  and	  contrasting	  the	  different	  
mediums	  used.	  Specific	  emphasis	  is	  placed	  upon	  pointing	  out	  the	  differences	  
and	  similarities	  in	  how	  the	  same information was	  presented.	  
SIGHT synthesis task. Students	  conduct	  a	  close	  read	  of	  a	  full	  text	  and	  then	  
read	  a	  popular	  summary,	  review,	  or	  a	  video	  analysis	  of	  the	  same	  text.	  Words,	  
phrases	  and	  sentences	  which	  significantly	  shape	  the	  meaning	  and	  tone	  of	  
each	  piece	  are	  highlighted	  as	  they	  read	  or	  noted	  as	  they	  listen.	  Without	  the	  
aid	  of	  classroom	  discussion,	  students	  independently	  proceed	  to	  author	  a	  
written comparison and synthesis of ideas (CSI) between	  two	  of	  the	  pieces.	  
Within	  the	  written	  CSI,	  students	  articulate	  a	  clear	  analysis	  of	  how	  the	  texts	  
are	  similar	  and	  how	  they	  differ	  in	  terms	  of	  meaning	  and	  tone.	  To	  enhance	  
this	  activity,	  students	  can	  develop	  an	  original	  informative/explanatory	  essay	  
supported	  by	  citations	  from	  each	  text.	  
Project:	  Students	  are	  all	  given	  the	  assignment	  of	  selling	  a	  particular	  product.	  Groups	  
are	  assigned	  to	  develop	  an	  ad	  campaign	  using	  various	  media.	  One	  group	  would	  have	  
print	  media,	  one	  social	  media,	  	  one	  television,	  and	  one	  internet.	  The	  group	  will	  
evaluate	  which	  media	  worked	  best	  for	  which	  product.	  



 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• actor, advantage, analyze, compare, contrast, depart, digital, director, 
disadvantage, drama, evaluate, faithful, film, idea, live, medium, multimedia, print, 
production, script, story, text, topic, version, video 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• compare and contrast a filmed or live version with a grade-appropriate text or 
script 
• recognize or recall the advantages and disadvantages of different media 

Sample Activities: 
SIGHT. This	  strategy	  provides	  teachers	  and	  students	  a	  step	  by	  step	  process	  of	  
looking	  at	  two	  or	  more	  mediums	  to	  present	  a	  particular	  topic	  or	  idea	  
(Marzano,	  Pickering,	  &	  Pollock,	  2001). 
S	  Select	  two	  mediums	  on	  a	  particular	  idea	  or	  topic	  
I	  Identify	  criteria	  for	  students	  to	  use	  during	  examining	  each	  item.	  
G	  Guide	  students	  through	  describing	  each	  item	  and	  then	  comparing	  using	  
an	  organizer	  
H	  Have	  students	  determine	  if	  the	  items	  are	  more	  similar	  or	  different	  and	  
draw	  conclusions/make	  generalizations	  
T	  Tie	  the	  lesson	  together	  by	  giving	  students	  a	  synthesis	  task	  that	  asks	  
them	  to	  apply	  their	  learning	  	  
Project:	  Given	  media	  ads	  for	  a	  particular	  product	  such	  as	  a	  car,	  students	  will	  evaluate	  
which	  medium	  was	  most	  successful	  in	  selling	  the	  product.	  They	  must	  identify	  
advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  each	  media.	  

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Argument and Reasoning 

Grade 8 



Score 
4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Sample Activities: 
Students will critically evaluate sources and refute claims based upon 
weakness of sources. 
 Students apply argument and reasoning to a real life case currently in 
the news to come up with a conclusion. 

 Score 
3.5 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content  

Score 
3.0 

The student will: 
• evaluate the argument and specific claims in a grade-appropriate text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient (RI.8.8) 
• identify irrelevant evidence in a grade-appropriate text (RI.8.8) 

Sample Activities: 
 Create a classroom debate- see suggested topics at website:  
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson304.shtml 
Students will be required to evaluate the effectiveness of each debate 
based upon quality of evidence used and if the opposing point of view 
was addressed adequately. 

 Score 
2.5 

No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content 

 



Score 
2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• argument, assess, claim, evaluate, evidence, irrelevant, opinion, reasoning, relevant, sound, 
sufficient, text,  
warrant (explanation), 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• delineate the argument and specific claims in a grade-appropriate text (RI.8.8) 
• delineate fact and opinion in grade-appropriate text 
• identify examples of irrelevant evidence  
• Identify if evidence is relevant and sufficient 

Sample Activities: 
Marking the Text. Marking	  the	  text	  requires	  students	  to	  
cite/identify	  information	  in	  the	  text	  relevant	  to	  the	  reading	  
purpose.	  The	  strategy	  has	  three	  steps:	  numbering	  paragraphs,	  
underlining	  and	  circling	  (Adapted	  from	  Marzano,	  Pickering,	  &	  
Pollock,	  2001).	  
1.	  Number the	  paragraphs	  in	  the	  section	  you	  are	  reading.	  Like	  
page	  
numbers,	  paragraph	  numbers	  will	  act	  as	  a	  reference	  so	  you	  can	  
easily	  
refer	  to	  specific	  sections	  of	  the	  text.	  
2. Circle key	  terms,	  names	  of	  people,	  names	  of	  places	  and	  
dates.	  In	  
order	  to	  identify	  a	  “key	  term”,	  consider	  if	  the	  word	  is	  repeated,	  
defined	  by	  the	  author,	  used	  to	  explain	  or	  represent	  an	  idea.	  
3.	  Underline an	  author’s	  argument/claim.	  Consider	  the	  
following	  
statements:	  
• A	  claim	  may	  appear	  anywhere	  in	  the	  text	  
• A	  claim	  may	  not	  appear	  explicitly	  in	  the	  argument,	  so	  the	  
reader	  must	  infer	  it	  from	  the	  evidence	  presented	  in	  the	  text	  
• Often,	  an	  author	  will	  make	  several	  claims	  throughout	  his/her	  
argument	  
• An	  author	  may	  signal	  his/her	  claim,	  letting	  you	  know	  that	  this	  
is	  his/her	  position	  
4.	  Identify	  	  and	  highlight	  irrelevant	  evidence	  in	  a	  different	  color	  
so	  that	  students	  can	  identify	  that	  this	  evidence	  did	  not	  support	  
the	  claim.	  	  

 Score 
1.5 

Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 
0.5 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content  



Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Literary Comparisons and Source Material 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Sample activities: 
Students independently analyze modern works of fiction to traditional literature 
and then create an alternative yet similar story line. For example: Baz 
Luhrmann’s Romeo and Juliet to original version and then create a new story 
outline base in contemporary times. Also could do a new version or Moses in 
the basket in the reeds.  

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered new (RL.8.9) 

Sample Activities: 
Make a T chart to include compare modern work Vs. myths, traditional stories, 
or religious works. T chart should include themes, patterns of events, or 
character types for both modern and traditional stories/myths. Then students 
will write an essay comparing both types of writing and explain how the older 
version is made new. 
Compare/Contrast	  	  
Use	  a	  chart	  of	  story	  elements	  such	  as	  characters,	  setting,	  main	  
events	  and	  theme	  to	  compare	  and	  contrast	  a	  work	  of	  modern	  
fiction,	  such	  as	  Change	  of	  a	  Dress	  (Cinderella	  Cleaners)	  by	  Maya	  
Gold,	  and	  the	  Grimm	  or	  Perrault	  version	  of	  Cinderella.	  This	  could	  be	  
extended	  to	  other	  works	  of	  modern	  fiction	  and	  other	  traditional	  
stories	  about	  stepmothers	  and/or	  riches-‐to-‐rags-‐to-‐riches	  stories.	  	  
A	  Handbook	  for	  Classroom	  Instruction	  that	  Works	  by	  Marzano,	  
Robert.	  J.,	  et	  al.	  McREL/	  ASCD,	  Alexandria,	  VA,	  2001,	  p.	  17	  	  

 



 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, character, fiction, modern, myth, religious, render, story, theme, 
traditional 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• identify examples of themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works in modern works of fiction 

• Compare work from modern works of literature to myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works 

Sample Activities: 
http://www.pbs.org/mythsandheroes/tguide_jason.html 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

READING 

Rhetorical Criticism 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Sample Activities: 
Students will independently analyze a particular networks editorial policies and 
share analysis in a formal presentation. For example: Fox News vs. MSNBC. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 



Score 3.0 The student will: 
• analyze how or why two or more grade-appropriate texts provide conflicting 
information on matters of facts or interpretation on the same topic (RI.8.9) 

Sample Activities: 
Begin with a controversial topic and find several editorials on the topic from a 
variety of sources. Have students analyze effective arguments and determine 
why particular information was used and how it supports the argument. 
 
Nonfiction newspaper articles to complement the literature study of Soldier’s 
Heart: “Couple’s Journey with PTSD” “Dog’s of War also Feel PTSD’s Bite” 
“Paralyzed Vet’s Writing Frees Him From Wheelchair” Source: Chicago 
Tribune Various YouTube videos to service dogs and PTSD 
Also read Gary Paulsen’s Stop the Sun a short story about PTSD. 
 
 

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 

Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, conflict, fact, interpretation, source, text, topic, argument, assess, claim, 
evaluate, evidence, irrelevant, opinion, reasoning, relevant 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• identify where two grade-appropriate texts disagree on matters of facts or 
interpretation (RI.8.9) 

Sample Activities; 
-Teacher will read selections form Sue Monk Kidd’s The Inventions of Wings.   
Students will compare the interpretation of an event based on Heddy, the slave 
vs one of the Grimke sisters.  
- Students will read Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad 
and a Southern Argument for Slavery (http://www.ushistory.org/us/27f.asp) and 
compare information for how facts and interpretations are different. 

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  



 

READING 

Fluency 

Grade 8 

Score 4.0 In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of literary text and understanding what makes a 
book interesting, entertaining, informative or boring. Create a flow chart to 
document this process. 
Evaluate personal connections to text and understand the effect of personal 
bias on the reading process. Create a visual to represent personal bias. 

 Score 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 
content 

 

Score 3.0 The student will: 
• read and comprehend grade-appropriate literature and informational text (RL.8.10; 
RI.8.10) 

Sample Activities: 
Instruction Manual.(Informational Text) Have	  students	  go	  through	  
instruction	  manuals	  to	  analyze	  and	  determine	  how	  the	  parts	  are	  
structured.	  Then	  have	  students	  write	  instruction	  manuals	  including	  
headings	  and	  subheadings.	  Organization	  and	  structure	  should	  also	  be	  
considered.	  	  	  
 Read Joan Aiken’s The Third Wish and W.W. Jacobs The Monkey’s 
Paw. Students will be asked to infer the outcomes. Students could also 
write alternative endings to show they comprehend the story.	  

 Score 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content 

 



Score 2.0 The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• comprehend, informational, literature, text, infer, modeling, predicting, questioning, 
graphic organizers/scaffolding, reciprocal reading, outlining, and note taking 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• read grade-appropriate literature and informational text using a teacher-directed 
comprehension strategy (e.g., modeling, predicting, questioning, graphic 
organizers/scaffolding, reciprocal reading, outlining, and note taking) 

Sample Activities: 
Directed Reading Teaching Activities. Use	  Directed	  Reading	  
Teaching	  Activities	  (DRTA)	  with	  students	  to	  activate	  their	  prior	  
knowledge,	  prompt	  them	  to	  make	  predictions	  and	  test	  their	  
hypotheses	  through	  the	  reading.	  
1.	  Students	  read	  selection	  title	  (and	  perhaps	  a	  chunk	  of	  the	  selection)	  
and	  make	  predictions	  about	  content.	  
2.	  Students	  read	  to	  first	  predetermined	  stop.	  They	  confirm,	  refine	  or	  
reject	  their	  initial	  hypotheses	  and	  justify	  their	  ideas	  with	  reference	  to	  
the	  text.	  Students	  then	  make	  new	  hypotheses.	  Determine	  the	  method	  
for	  students	  to	  note	  these	  changes/hypotheses.	  
3.	  Students	  read	  the	  next	  section	  and	  follow	  procedures	  in	  step	  two.	  

This	  cycle	  continues	  until	  text	  is	  read.	  	   

 Score 1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions 
regarding score 3.0 content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content  

 Score 0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 
content 

 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no success  

 

Guided Highlighted Reading 

Guided Highlighted Reading for Middle and High School  
Social Studies: America’s mentally ill homeless people  
Adapted from an essay written by Henry G. Cisneros, Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development  
 
Background Knowledge  

(The overview given by the teacher prior to reading.)  
Anticipation Guide: Have you noticed an increase in the number of homeless people? You will learn what causes homelessness and what is being done to 
reduce the numbers. Also you will learn the dire situation homelessness creates for those who are mentally ill. Finally, you will learn what it will take to 
reverse the situation.  
Summary:  



This essay paints a picture of America’s mentally ill homeless people, as well as, describing the ways urban cities and the government has tried to solve the 
problems for the cities and for the mentally ill homeless people themselves. The complexity of the problems faced by the mentally ill homeless is revealed 
by describing accompanying disabilities, limited financial support, vulnerability to street violence, and what needs to occur if the problem is to be reversed.  
Genre: A descriptive essay with the intent to persuade  
How the Text is Written: A series of facts and observations reveal the plight of the American’s homeless who are mentally ill. It begins with the problem 
from the perspective of the country, the cities and finally the individual. It ends with a possible solution to reverse the situation and a conclusion that the 
problem probably cannot be solved .  
Vocabulary: Words are bolded and defined in the paragraph in which they appear. The teacher reads the word and the definition. If time permits have the 
students say the word five times.  
Guided highlighted reading: Each student has a highlighter pen. The teacher reads the paragraph and directions for highlighting. The teacher reads as 
rapidly as students can follow. The purpose is to get students to push their eyes rapidly across the text to find the text to be highlighted.  
The goals for this activity are to prepare for reading a selection, build silent reading fluency, to determine what is important in a paragraph, to make 
inferences, and to read with a larger context in mind.  



The teacher reads the following:  
Paragraph 1  
Highlight the source of this information.  
Paragraph 2  
Highlight the total number of homeless in the United States and how many of them suffer from mental illness.  
Paragraph 2  
Highlight the description of American’s reaction before and now to the homeless.  
Paragraph 3  
Highlight the words that lead you to believe the homeless are mostly in urban areas.  
Paragraph 3  
Highlight how homelessness came about.  
Paragraph 4  
Highlight what has made a tremendous difference to the lives of the homeless.  
Paragraph 5  
Highlight the percentage of the increase in the number of homeless people helped by the government.  
Vocabulary: Continuum: a continuous nonspatial whole or extent or succession in which no part or portion is distinct or distinguishable from adjacent 
parts  
Paragraph 5  
Highlight the successful forward-looking policies that have shifted the national priorities.  
Paragraph 6  
Vocabulary: Compromise: (verb) to expose or make vulnerable to danger  
Highlight the accompanying disabilities that often befall the homeless and mentally ill.  
Paragraph 6  
Highlight possible reasons for linking homeless to mentally ill.  
Paragraph 8  
Highlight the crimes committed by the mental ill homeless for survival purposes.  
Paragraph 9  
Vocabulary: vortex: a state of affairs likened to a whirlpool for violent activity, irresistible force  
Highlight the phrase that is the reference for “vortex of suffering.”  
Paragraph 9  
Highlight the reasons mental illness compounds the problem of homelessness  



Assignment  
America’s Mentally Ill Homeless People  

Adapted from the Essay by Henry G. Cisneros  
Question # 1: What does the text say? (Briefly summarize the short story at a literal level.)  
Rubric for Question # 1  

Questions  3 (meets 
assignment)  

2 (partially meets)  1 (minimally meets)  

What does the text say? (Briefly 
summarize the story.)  

Answer is accurate, 
significant, and relevant 
with many details and 
examples.  
Details support point.  
Word choice and 
conventions support 
meaning.  

Answer is accurate, 
significant, and relevant 
but has few details to 
support or explain the 
answer.  
Attempts at 
organization are 
partially successful.  
Word choice and errors 
in conventions do not 
distract from meaning.  

Answer is inaccurate or 
a misinterpretation with 
little or no relevance to 
text or question.  
Ideas and content are 
not developed with 
details or appear 
random.  
Word choice and errors 
in conventions may 
distract from meaning.  

 


